
A Union Buster's Guide to Travel 
& Good Eats on the Public's Dime

While most public agencies prohibit expense consultant reim-
bursement for alcohol and many limit air travel reimbursement to 
coach class tickets, that hasn’t prevented BART’s Chief Negotiator 
Thomas Hock from billing extravagant travel accommodations 
and lavish meals to Bay Area taxpayers . Here’s a guide to what 
taxpayers are paying for, in addition to his $399,000 contract, as 
Thomas Hock plunges the Bay Area into yet another strike.
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Publicly BART Management is opposing a fair deal out of a concern about what 
BART can afford but in private, BART Management is allowing their Chief 
Negotiator to spend taxpayer money* like he’s a drunken sailor on a weekend 
leave in the Bay Area -- allowing taxpayers dollars to be squandered on booze, 
first class airfare, entertainment, and fancy restaurants as he forces a strike.

Reimbursed personal expenses 
detailed in this report are 
in addition to Thomas Hock’s 
$399,000 contract.

*



First Class Flights on the Public's Dime

First In Every Way
“Traveling First Class on Delta doesn't just 
mean you're first on the plane. From the 
moment you arrive at the Sky Priority counter 
to the moment you retrieve your expedited 
bags from the carousel, Delta airlines puts 
you first every step of the way.”

Waited on hand and foot…and 
stomach
“You'll be served fresh entrées created by 
Delta’s team of celebrity chefs. A selection of 
complimentary beers, wines, spirits and 
cocktails are also  offered in the First Class 
cabin.”

$20,586
in airfare billed to taxpayers 

for Thomas Hock’s travel

Based in Ohio, Thomas Hock regularly 
commutes between the Bay Area and 
Cincinnati, sometimes in First Class on Delta 
Airlines. In addition to his airfare, Bay Area 
taxpayers foot the bill  for his rental car, 
mileage, and his accommodations at the 
Downtown Oakland Marriott when he’s in 
town. 

Other perks of flying first class for 
Thomas Hock:
:
- exclusive expedited security lines
- the highest boarding priority
- expedited baggage service 
ensures that Thomas Hock’s bags 
arrive first on the carousel

Source: Delta.com

Photo Source: Delta.com



After a long flight from Ohio, 
check in to your downtown 
Oakland hotel. Nearby 
you’ll find BART offices at 
and the CalTrans building 
where negotiations are 
held. 

Walking Distance from 
Oakland Marriott 

BART Offices
300 Lakeside Drive

Driving Distance from 
Oakland Marriott 

CalTrans
111 Grand Avenue

KEY LOCATIONS

1.1 miles 0.9 mile

1.0 mile 0.8 mile

Getting Around Town:
Why take BART when you can take a taxi?

Thomas Hock 
union busting 
professional tip:

Don’t forget those receipts!* 
You’ll need them to expense 
your 1-mile taxi ride to
taxpayers.

*For copies of Thomas Hock’s expense reports and  receipts, see report appendix

All locations are BART accessible, 
but why take BART when you can take a taxi?

TAXI FARES BILLED 
TO BART: $208



Don’t feel like taking a taxi or the many convenient public 
transportation options between your downtown Oakland hotel to 
the office or to negotiations? Do what Thomas Hock does,

Rent a BMW.

“The BMW 3-series is both the 
company’s volume model and the 
industry’s sports-sedan benchmark. 
Others try to emulate it, but the 
3-series’ great bones and smart 
evolution have given it a winning 
combination of road feel, responsive-
ness, and operating precision.”

and charge it to 
BART riders.

As a union buster forcing a strike on the Bay Area, Thomas Hock may 
leave tens of thousands of BART riders without a ride but that doesn’t 
mean he has to compromise style, luxury, or comfort.

Review source: Car & Driver Magazine



Valet Parking
Need help finding parking near Oakland’s trendiest restaurants? Thomas Hock chooses valet 
parking or hourly-rate, private garages.  When taxpayers are footing the bill, one doesn’t need to 
waste precious time trying to find a free, public parking spot.

Executive Car Service
If you’re Thomas Hock, there’s more 
than one way to get around town. But 
sometimes a professionally chauffeured 
luxury car is the only way to go.

Thomas Hock’s local pick: 
Winnie’s Limousine Service

Laundry 

Thomas Hock’s bill to 
taxpayers for valet and private 
garage parking fees: $1,036

We’re months into contract negotiations and it looks as 
if BART Management and their hired, out-of-town Chief 
Negotiator Thomas Hock are driving the Bay Area into 
a strike. For $399,000 salary, is Thomas Hock taking 
taxpayers to the cleaners?

One thing is for certain: Thomas Hock is using your tax 
dollars to pay for his laundry bill with the cleaners at 
the Marriott.

Photo sources: stock photos



Wine, Liquor on the Taxpayer’s Tab

Copain, Pinot Noir
Complex aromatic profile featuring scents of 
dark red berries, black cherries, and warm 
chocolate croissant. The black raspberry and 
black cherry fruit has impressive vim and vigor, 
making a statement on the mid palate and 
sustaining through the remarkably long finish. 
An underpinning of dark chocolate and a hint 
of grapefruit add interest. 

alcohol expenses 
reimbursed to Thomas Hock 

by BART

$583
Stolichnaya 
Premium Vodka
Stolichnaya - or more 
popularly "Stoli"  is one of 
the most popular vodka 
brands on the market 
today --  a gentle sipper 
and a wonderful cocktail 
base all in one.

Terra D’Oro, Zinfandel
The aromas are elegant, yet complex, and 
lead to a supple and lush palate full of ripe fruit 
flavors – plum, blackberry, boysenberry and 
blueberry. Subtle notes of sweet vanilla and 
spice and hints of mocha flavor add to the 
complexity. This Zinfandel is well-balanced with 
ripe tannins that tighten the finish. 

Review sources: PrinceofPinot.com, 
Wine.com

Review and photo source: Stoli.com



“The tradition of the South. The sophistication of 
California cuisine. Vibrant cosmopolitan energy. Picán 
is 'Southern...Unleashed!' Full service bar/lounge with 
fresh hand-crafted cocktails, Southern "twists" and 
classic standards. The most comprehensive Bourbon 
portfolio in the Bay Area; a thoughtful selection of 
wines.”

Picán - Oakland

“Innovative and contemporary, Ozumo's cuisine is offered in an 
elegant, modern Japanese design-inspired restaurant located 
in the heart of Oakland's Uptown District. An extensive offering of 
proprietary sakes, wine and signature cocktails complement the 
menu, making this a destination for connoisseurs of libations as 
well as discerning epicureans.”

Fine Dining Billed to Bay Area Residents

$3,559
for extravagant meals, 

complete with wine pairings 

Ozumo - Oakland

Tom Hock Picks: Pork Shank and 
Picán Magnolia Salad

Tom Hock Picks: Pan-roasted halibut with wilted pea greens, potato spring onion 
puree, macadamia, and red yuzu kosho relish

Other Notable East Bay Restaurants for Thomas Hock: Flora, Kincaid's, Lake 
Chalet, Hopscotch and Michelin-rated Chef Dan Patterson’s restaurant Plum

Review sources: OpenTable.com, OzumoOakland.com
Photo sources: Pican.com, OzumoOakland.com



News & Entertainment

This summer Long Beach Transit CEO 
Larry Jackson retired, and to send him off 
right Thomas Hock wrote a personal 
check for a $500 donation to his retirement 
party. Thomas Hock then requested and 
received a full reimbursement for his party 
donation from BART officials.

$500
for Long Beach Transit CEO

Larry Jackson’s 
retirement party

It’s not clear what the Long 
Beach Transit system has to do 
with the Bay Area Rapid Transit, 
but we hope you had a blast 
Tom!

Rather than read Bay Area newspapers, 
Thomas Hock prefers the Wall Street 
Journal, a newspaper repeatedly 
criticized by media watchdog group Media 
Matters for its anti-union bias.  As if it’s not 
enough to charge his extravagant 
expenses, Thomas Hock charges 
Bay Area taxpayers for his newspaper too.



$500
Appendix



Highlights from Thomas Hock’s 

$36,172 
Personal Expense Reimbursement 
from BART and 
Bay Area Taxpayers

Meals   $3,559
Drinks   $592
Airfare   $20,586
Taxi    $208
Parking   $1,036
Rental Car  $1,766
Laundry   $6
Wall Street  $22
Journal   

Actual cost for personal expenses, including meals, when away from the District on 
business for periods in excess of twenty-four (24) hours, except that reimburse-
ment for meals may not exceed $50.00 per Director per meal for dinner; breakfast 
and lunch may not exceed the applicable per diem rate. Reimbursement for any 
meal may not include the cost of alcoholic beverages.

For invoices from 11/18/12 to - 6/14/13, additional 
costs to BART and taxpayers to date not included. 
More expenses to come from BART’s $399,000 
Chief Negotiator Thomas Hock.

Thomas Hock’s $36,172 Personal Expense 
Reimbursement from BART and Bay Area TaxpayersFACT SHEET:

- BART Board Rule 5-3.1(d) prohibiting the reimbursement 
of  alcohol expenses to Directors

ITEM    COST TO 
    TAXPAYERS

Other recent notable examples of excessive spending on the public’s dime:

-Port of Oakland executive director Omar Benjamin “retired” immediately after an the investigation into his involve-
ment in a strip club expense reimbursement revealed that he was part of a group whose $4,537 tab at a Texas strip 
club was paid for by the Port of Oakland. (Source: San Jose Mercury News, “Port of Oakland exec Omar Benjamin 
resigns amid spending scandal,” 11/13/2012) 
- In July of this year, Capital Area Transit System Board Member Montrell McCaleb was accused of using nearly 
$1,500 of public bus system funding to pay personal expense and later resigned. After his resignation, Interim CEO 
Bob Mirabito sent letters  to the State Ethics Board, East Baton Rouge Parish District Attorney and Louisiana Legisla-
tive Auditor, requesting an investigation into the misuse of public funds. (Source: Times-Picayune, “CATS board 
member accused of misusing public funds, resigns,”  7/18/2013)
- The Port of Long Beach travel policy states that “expenses in any category that could be perceived as lavish or 
excessive will not be reimbursed. Such expenses are inappropriate for reimbursement by a public agency.” However, 
this policy didn’t prevent port commissioners from submitting a bill for airfare, hotels, taxis, a consultant and other 
expenses for $56,510.38--including plane tickets that cost around $14,000 apiece. (Source: Orange County Register, 
“Execs 'oversee each other,” 09/18/13)
-According to an audit and investigation of the New York State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli, “Officials with the 
West Seneca Fire District #6 spent nearly $55,000 in public funds for personal meals, travel expenses, expensive 
jewelry and internet and cable service.” And that, “prior to the Comptroller’s audit, the district board had acted 
against another individual who had allegedly used fire district funds inappropriately. The board required a commis-
sioner to repay the district more than $2,000 and resign his board position.” (Source: NY State Comptroller Thomas 
P. DiNapoli’s  9/27/2013 press release)

























































































































































































































































































www.seiu1021.org
www.facebook.com/seiu1021
www.twitter.com/seiu1021

The companies whose product or services are 
identified here do not endorse this guide and 
are not associated with Thomas Hock. 

SEIU Local 1021 is in a labor dispute with BART.


